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becomes impossible to nominate a man even though the very
things which make it impossible to nominate him are things
where he was right and where he is entitled to our respect
and admiration.

"I have felt that this libel suit which has just ended was
really as much a fight for those who have fought with me
during the last three years as for myself. It has justified
in court by legal evidence all we said about boss rule and
crooked business three years ago. I do not grudge the
money it has cost me, but I think the service was really
worth rendering; but I do very strongly feel that in a way
it excuses me from doing too much more. There is an
anecdote that has long been proverbial in our family which
bears on the point. Doctor Polk, of New York, now an
old man, was Inspector-General of the Confederate Artil-
lery fifty years ago. Just before Appomattox, Lee sent
him to the rear to hurry up the stragglers. He was sitting
on a rail fence, with his horse-bridle over his arm when a
lank, frowning, half-starved North Carolinian Infantry-
man trooped by, his feet going 'muck-murh' as he ploughed
through the mud. Polk said in a perfunctory way, " Hurry
up, my man, hurry up." Whereupon the North Carolinian
looked gloomy at him, shook his head, and remarked as he
walked by, 'if I ever love another country, damn we/'

"Now, you must not take this anecdote too literally. Of
course, if it was a duty impossible to avoid, I would fight
in future as I have fought in the past. But I feel I have
done my share; and, what is infinitely more important, I
do not feel that I can be of use in a leading position any
more. I think the people have made up their minds that
they have had all they want of me, and that my champion-
ship of a cause or an individual, say in exceptional cases,
is a damage rather than a benefit."

That he was eager to improve every opportunity to sup-
port President Wilson Eoosevelt showed by his action when
Mr. Bryan resigned as Secretary of State on June 8, 1915.
A statement of his reasons for resigning was made by Mr.